
Name __________________________________________ 
 

Galileo DBQ 
 

Homework Due: ______________________________________ 

 

 
You need to decide: 

Was Galileo really a heretic? 
 

Heretic: Someone who, in the opinion of others,  
believes contrary to the fundamental tenets of a religion he/she claims to belong to 



 
For this homework assignment you will need to read the documents: annotating as you read, come to a 

conclusion, write a claim and outline your supporting evidence. 
 

DOCUMENT A: Galileo’s Letter 

 
 



DOCUMENT B: Verses from the King James Version of the Bible 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENT C: Cardinal Bellarmine 
 

 
 
 



DOCUMENT D: Condemnation of Galileo 
 

 
 



Questions to consider:  
(I will not grade these, they are meant to help you think about the documents you have just read) 

• If you didn’t know about any of the scientific discoveries about the solar system and only knew what 
you could observe, would you think that the sun or the earth orbits the other? 

• Why is it a problem that heliocentrism contradicts the Bible? 
• Why would the Catholic Church ban Galileo from teaching what he saw in his telescope? 
• Could the verses in the bible have been misinterpreted? Have different interpretations? 
• Does Galileo believe in the teachings of the Bible? Is he saying the Bible is wrong? 
• Is the Catholic church okay with people interpreting the Bible for themselves? 
• What makes something true? 

 
Pitch Forking: 
Using the pitchfork model below, write a claim that answers the question: Was Galileo really a heretic? 
(warning: you are not arguing whether he was right or wrong, you are creating a claim as to whether he was someone who holds a belief that is 
strongly at variance with established beliefs or customs, in particular the accepted beliefs of a church or religious organization.) 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
Quick check list for claims: 

o My claim is a complete sentence (does not start with: “it” or “he/she” or “they”) 
o My claim takes a position: It is clear to the reader that I have come to a conclusion about why Galileo is or is not a heretic 
o My claim explains my position/opinion in an academic argument with at least 3 key points 
o My claim is arguable it can be backed up with evidence, quotations, argumentation, expert opinion, statistics, and telling details from the 

sources I have to work with 
 

Now use your claim to complete the outline below: 
 

My first key point: 
 
 
 
Evidence (quote from the text)  I will use from sources to make my point: (Document ______) 
 
 
          
 
                                                                     
 
Argument: my conclusion and analysis as to why this shows evidence that Galileo was/was not a heretic 
 
 
 
 
 



My second key point: 
 
 
 
Evidence (quote from the text) I will use from sources to make my point: (Document ______) 
 
 
 
 
                                                                              
 
Argument: my conclusion and analysis as to why this shows evidence that Galileo was/was not a heretic  
 
 
 
 
 
 
My third key point: 
 
 
 
Evidence (quote from the text) I will use from sources to make my point: (Document ______) 
 
 
                                                                              
 
 
Argument: my conclusion and analysis as to why this shows evidence that Galileo was/was not a heretic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotations score 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your total score will be multiplies by 5 

0 1 2 3 4 
Please complete and 
turn in as soon as 
possible 
 
 

Some major errors. Claim is incomplete, 
evidence does not match key points. 
Lacking analysis 
 

Needs to undergo revisions. Claim is good, 
may have incomplete evidence, lack 
analysis 
 

You mostly have it! Your 
claim and evidence support 
one another. Your 
argument is sound. 

 
 


